Production of conditionally immortalised cell lines from a transgenic mouse.
This review describes the H2kbtsA58 transgenic mouse (Immortomouse) and its application to the production of conditionally immortalised cell lines from sensory epithelia within the mammalian inner ear. Established cell lines should overcome many of the technical difficulties associated with experimental procedures in auditory and vestibular research. These include the limited amount of tissue available and the relatively complex and laborious dissection. Conditional immortalisation should also allow essential studies on the molecular and cellular mechanisms that govern both the differentiation of sensory cells and the development of sensory epithelia.